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Press Tour on Japan’s Official Development Assistance 2022

On Wednesday, 26 October 2022 the Embassy of Japan in Nuku‘alofa hosted a Press Tour from Japan’s
Official Development Assistances, (ODA) Projects which are recently completed and handed over to
the Government of Tonga.

H.E. Mr. MUNENAGA Kensaku, Ambassador of Japan to Tonga joined the tour and acknowledged
collaboration of local media to learn better about Japan’s ODA Projects. Two projects of the Press Tour
were the Project for Capacity Development of ICU using Telemedicine under COVID-19, at the Vaiola
Hospital, and the Project for Introduction of Nationwide Early Warning System and Strengthening
Disaster Communications (NEWS Project) at the new Tonga Broadcasting Commission headquarters
at Fasi mo e Afi.

Visiting the new Intensive Care Unit installed at the Vaiola Hospital, and recently handed over in
September, 2022, the participants were exposed to sophisticated medical equipment and setup of the
ICU unit. Dr. ‘Ana ‘Akauola along with Anaesthetist Specialists, Dr. Apaitia Goneyali and Dr. Vika
Lemoto briefed and assisted team during the tour. The ICU unit was installed through Japan’s ODA at
USDS$3.5million, included five ICU rooms, medical equipment, an independent power backup
generator, an oxygen plant and a water treatment system.

At the Tonga Broadcasting Commission new headquarters, the participants were familiarized to
technical equipment installed for emergency radio communication and early warning sound alert
system for immediate response, in an event of a disaster. The headquarters is one of the main
components of the NEWS Project valued at USD$30million dollars funded through Japan’s ODA, was
handed over also last month.

Media representatives were appreciative of the Press Tour, having to know more and know better about
Japan’s ODA toward Tonga.

The half-day Press Tour was supported by JICA-Tonga Office, Tonga’s Ministry of Health, Ministry
of MEIDECC and Tonga Broadcasting Commission.
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Media briefed and supervised by Dr. Apaitia Goneali, Anaesthetist Specialist inside the ICU facility.

For further enquires please contact: Ms. Ito Ayano, Advisor, Embassy of Japan in Tonga.
Level 5, National Reserve Bank of Tonga Building / Telephone: 22-221




L W
m\m‘:mml I \m‘m»ﬂ uw“uh

O i

nw\\‘mnmlmwmmlbﬂlmmw )

U A4

' mmmm.me '
VAT Hl

Iy nmmwmmmnﬂm 1
IS ‘V!\M
\ \uwwmmmmmmmmw

The Press Tour at Tonga Broadcasting Commission’s headquarters office on Wednesday, 26 October 2022.
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